Role of vasopressin antagonists in the management of acute decompensated heart failure.
Vasopressin antagonists are a class of neurohormonal antagonists with applications in both the short-term and long-term management of patients with acute decompensated heart failure (ADHF). The pharmacologic effects of vasopressin antagonists include changes in fluid balance and hemodynamics that may improve symptoms and outcomes in patients hospitalized with ADHF. With chronic therapy, vasopressin antagonists offer the potential to improve outcomes through a variety of mechanisms, including more effective treatment of congestion, preservation or improvement of renal function, or a reduction in the use of concomitant loop diuretic therapy. Several vasopressin antagonists are currently in advanced clinical trials for the treatment of ADHF, chronic stable heart failure, and hyponatremia.